
    

 
 
 
 
 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

IMPALA RUSTENBURG 11 SHAFT INCIDENT  

Johannesburg, 27 November 2023 – It is with regret Implats reports that a serious safety incident 

involving a winder rope occurred this afternoon at our 11 Shaft operation at Impala Rustenburg in the 

North West province, South Africa. This rope is connected to the personnel conveyance, which hoists 

employees up and down the shaft. The conveyance comprises three levels, each with a capacity to carry 

35 personnel.  

Initial reports indicate that there have been several serious injuries, but an accurate assessment of the 

full human impacts of the accident is not currently possible, given the complexity of the rescue operation.  

Following the incident, the paramedics and our proto teams were immediately mobilised. They have 

accessed underground workings and the two upper levels of the conveyance have been cleared. The 

rescue is now focused on vacating the lower level.  

The safety of our employees is paramount and we are providing all possible support to those involved 

and working closely with the relevant authorities. We remain steadfast in our dedication to ensuring our 

colleagues are brought home safely and continue to prioritise safety above all else. 

Implats will provide regular updates when new information becomes available.   

 

Ends 

For more information, please contact: 

Johan Theron 

E-mail: johan.theron@implats.co.za 

T:  011 731 9013/17 

M: 082 809 0166 

Emma Townshend 

E‐mail: emma.townshend@implats.co.za  

T: +27 (0) 21 794 8345 

M: +27 (0) 82 415 3770 
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Alice Lourens 

E-mail: alice.lourens@implats.co.za 

T:  011 731 9033/17 

M: 082 498 3608  

 

About Implats  

Impala Platinum Holding Limited (Implats) is a leading, fully integrated platinum group metals (PGMs) 

producer. Implats is structured around seven mining operations and Impala Refining Services, a toll-

refining business. The Group’s mining operations are located on the Bushveld Complex in South Africa, 

the Great Dyke in Zimbabwe — the two most significant PGM-bearing ore bodies in the world — and the 

Canadian Shield. Our mining operations include Impala Rustenburg, Impala Bafokeng, Marula, Two 

Rivers, Zimplats, Mimosa and Impala Canada.  
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